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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE GUATEMALA 00193 
EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR GT 

SUBJECT: 1976 MEAT IMPORT PROGRAM 

REP: STATE 303837 

1. GOG WAS INFORMED THROUGH MINEC (MARIO MEJIA, DIRECTOR 
FOREIGN AND INTERNAL TRADE) AND AGREED IN PRINCIPLE UPON A 
VOLUNTARY RESTRAINT AGREEMENT FOR 1976 ON SIMILAR LINES AND 
VOLUME AS THAT CONCLUDED FOR 1975. 


2. SURE OF THEIR COUNTRY'S CATTLE AVAILABILITY AND SLAUGHTER 
POSSIBILITIES FOR THE YEAR, THEY SAID THAT THEY WOULD GLADLY 
RECEIVE ANY INCREASE IN ALLOTMENT IP GRANTED FOR 1976 OVER THE 
33.4 MILLION POUNDS LEVEL OF 1975. 

3. ACCORDING TO AGATT, TOTAL GUATEMALAN EXPORTS POR 1975 UNDER 
PL 88-482, AS REPORTED BY PLANTS, INCLUDING SHIPMENTS OF WEEKS 
ENDING JANUARY 4 THROUGH DECEMBER 28, 1975, TOTALLED 31.7 
MILLION POUNDS AND FELL SHORT BY 1.7 MILLION POUNDS OR 5 PER- 
CENT FROM THE 33.4 MILLION POUNDS ALLOTTED BY US 

4. GUATEMALA REACHED THIS REFERRED LEVEL OP EXPORTS IN SPITE 
OF SERIOUS DETERRENT OF RELATIVELY LOW FOREIGN MARKET PRICES 
FOR THE PRODUCT BUT AS A RESULT OF THE EFFORT OF LOCAL 
PLANTS TO MAINTAIN THEIR INTERNALLY ASSIGNED (BY GOG) QUOTAS 
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5. AGATT AGREES THAT THE COUNTRY WILL HAVE EOR 1976 
SUFEICIENT AVAILABILITY OF CATTLE FOR SLAUGHTER EOR BOTH 
INTERNAL CONSUMPTION AND EXPORT MARKETS AT SIMILAR LEVEL 
OE 1975, BUT BELIEVES THAT IE PRICES ABROAD WERE TO INCREASE, 
PLANTS HERE WOULD DEEINITELY ENLARGE EXPORTS. 

MF.LOY 
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